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I’m Pastor Toenjes and I Approve this Message. 
Greetings in the name of Jesus, our Savior and Good Shepherd! I am 

delighted to write to you as your pastor. Thank you, on behalf of Joyce 
and my family, for the warm welcome, the gifts given and the help 
offered as we get settled in. We feel truly blessed to be here and to call 
Bakersfield our new home! 

We arrived at an unusually hot time of year—not just in terms of 
temperature outside, but also in terms of the politics of our nation. No 
doubt the “temperature” will rise as the campaigns intensify their 
efforts to sway the voters in preparation for the Fall elections. 

I don’t know about you, but as I listen to the candidates’ messages 
there’s something dissatisfying to me about how negative our political 
world has become. I realize this is not a new observation, but wouldn’t it 
be nice to hear a simple statement of what a candidate is for, rather 
than them spending so much effort to spell out what they are against? 
I guess all the negativity has been shown to be effective, so the 
candidates persist in it. And the negative political tone certainly reflects 
the negative tone of our broader society. What is newsworthy and 
“trending” in social media is more often what is incendiary and 
personally provocative. 

Sadly, the church and Christians in general have occasionally joined in 
the negativity and been labeled as ones who are against things, who 
oppose everything and everyone who is not Christian. And part of it is 
accurate: We boycott businesses; we’re against this or that political 
cause as detrimental to society. But wouldn’t it be better if we as people 
of God would instead be known more for what we are for, and not so 
much for what we are against? 

Let’s be clear—there are plenty of things we as Christians should 
strongly oppose. We should oppose slavery, human trafficking, 
genocide, persecution and oppression. We should also oppose false 
teachings within the church. And we should be against sin in all its 
forms, starting especially in our own lives.  

…continued on page 4 
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Newsletter Deadline! 
Thursday, 

August 18th, 2016 
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mailto:office@lcop.org
http://www.lcop.org/


2 
 

 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Member changes or additions  
will be posted in this section. 

 
Pastor Hal and Joyce Toenjes, Rachel & Ben 

Please call church office for  
address and phone number. 

 
 
 

 

Cards, calls and prayers are much appreciated by our 
homebound members:  

Ruth Jones 
Carol Kritsch 

Delores Markell 
Norm & Margaret Snyder 

 
 

LCoP Prayer Chain 
When you have any prayer concerns, please let our 
prayer chain pray for you by contacting Chuck Jordin at 
661-873-9565 or send an email to 
chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 

 
 

Online Calendar! 
Did you know that our event calendar is online so you 
can access it anytime, anywhere, from the internet? 
Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on Info Center and 
Calendar. This will also be updated during the month as 
events change or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 
 
 

Join Our Email List! 
Are you on our email list to have the newsletter and 
event reminders delivered to your inbox? Subscribe by 
sending an email to info@lcop.org.  
 

God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. If 
you don’t see your name, please call the office to make 
corrections or additions. We want to include everyone! 

 

♥ AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES ♥ 

 9 Mike & Marie Lehmann 

 
 AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  

 3 Linda Downen 

 3 Shirley Foster 

 5 Jill Scott 

 7 Bud Hensley 

 8 Marge Palmbach 

 9 Kyndal Hampton 

 10 Michael Sallee 

 11 Keira Kuster 

 11 Marie Lehmann 

 11 Janet Raasch 

 20 Lois Beavan 

 20 Shirley Curran 

 21 Lydia Talamantes 

 23 Lilian Schabarum 

 27 Michael Jacobsen 

 30 Cherryl Biggar 

 31 Amy Duramus 

 31 Mince Grace 
 

We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the Second 
Sunday of every month. If you would like to help with 
refreshments for those who are celebrating, bring your 
treat to church that morning. 

mailto:chuck.jordin@yahoo.com
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Wonder Window School Board 
I can't believe it is already August!  
Summer Session will be over soon and 
the new 2016-2017 school year will 

begin. Wonder Window is very happy to announce that 
we have hired Joyce Toenjes as a teacher. She has a 
Master's Degree in Early Childhood Education and we 
feel very fortunate that she will be joining our staff. She 
will be teaching a class of Pre-K students, as will Miss 
Stephanie. Wonder Window has been very blessed with 
our enrollment at this level. 

We want to thank everyone for supporting the 
school-age class by purchasing tickets to their Taco 
Dinner and also buying baked goods at their Annual 
Bake Sale. Also a big thank you to all who donated 
ingredients for both events. The money raised by these 
two events allowed the students to fund their field 
trips, including buying their lunches and an item in the 
gift shops. Some of these students have never had this 
experience. Your generosity is so very much 
appreciated. 

Please continue to keep Wonder Window Children's 
Center in your prayers that God will bless our mission 
and ministry to the children entrusted to our care. 
Pastor Toenjes is now leading Chapel with the children 
and we are grateful to Mr. Bennie for his willingness to 
lead this important time with the children during our 
Pastoral vacancy. 

God's Blessings to you, 
Vivienne Kuster, WW School Board 

 
 

Women’s Fellowship Guild 
Our Women's Fellowship Guild will 
resume the monthly meeting in the 
church library at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, 
September 12th. Please reserve the date 

and join us as we make plans for the coming year and 
adjourn for a Dutch-treat lunch at a surprise location. 
Watch for more details to follow from our hostess of 
the month. All women of the church are welcome to 
attend. 

In His service, 
Phyllis M. Whitfield 
Current President 

Properties Board 
Don Votaw, Communications 

Well summer is here, things are 
getting hot and the church still 
needs some repairs.  Come on 
out and help.   

Next month’s meeting will be on Monday, August 8th 
at 7:00 p.m. and that month’s work day is Saturday, 
August 20th at 7:00 a.m. 

I know things seem to happen slowly at church but it 
is the nature of the beast.  We are a school, a 
commercial building, a non-profit and we have to be 
good stewards, no I mean we have to be great stewards 
of the church funds.   

These are some of the things we are discussing and 
working on:  replacing bath fan motors, speakers for the 
praise band, pest control, sprinklers (never ending 
battle), new voice mail, parking lot and a few other 
things.  

All meeting are open to any members. You’re 
welcome to join and help. Don’t be a pew sitter, be a 
church doer. 

God’s Blessings, Properties Board 
 

 
Mission Board Meeting 

LCoP Mission Board will meet on Tuesday, 
August 23rd at 7:00 p.m. in the library. 

 
 

Save the Date  
for Oktoberfest! 

Saturday, October 15th  
12 noon - 5:00 p.m. 

If you would like to help,  
please contact a member of SAM. 

 
 

Save the Date  
for Oktoberfest! 

 
Saturday, October 15th  

12 noon - 5:00 p.m. 
 

If you would like to help,  
please contact a member of SAM. 
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In the Hospital? 
If you find yourself hospitalized, I would like to visit! 

But rather than relying on the hospital to contact me, 
please give me or the church office a call with your 
information. I’d be happy to stop by, share a word of 
Scripture and prayer.  

If you have a planned surgery I’d be happy to visit 
before the procedure. Just let me know the specific 
hospital as well as the time you are supposed to check 
in and the time of the procedure. I’ll do my best to be 
there in between those two times.  

Thanks! – Pastor Toenjes 
 

New Member Class 
A new class will be starting in September for any 

adults who would like to learn more about the Christian 
faith from a Lutheran perspective. We’ll learn from the 
Bible and from Luther’s Small Catechism (our shorter 
explanation of the Bible’s teachings) just how great a 
God we have and how great is to be His child through 
faith. 

This class is for those who are interested in 
becoming members of Lutheran Church of Prayer as 
well as for those who would just like to learn more. It’s 
also a great opportunity for a review of the basics for 
those who are already members. 

Times and dates have not yet been set, so if you are 
interested in attending please contact the church office 
with your name and phone number and/or email and 
Pastor Toenjes will be in touch. 

Thank you! 
My mother, Ruth Ulreich, and I moved to Dewey, AZ, 

near Prescott, in July. This move will place us close to 
my sister. Mom and I have been in Bakersfield five 
years, and the best part of our stay has been Lutheran 
Church of Prayer. Our first introduction to the church 
was at the very first Oktoberfest where as strangers we 
instantly felt welcome.  

I always felt the guidance and support from every 
member of the congregation, whether I was in the 
sanctuary or at work.  

Thank you. 
Sharon Richardson 

 
Thank you! 

Thank you LCoP from Ms. Stephanie and the Wonder 
Window school-age class.  We had an awesome taco 
dinner turnout with help from you.  

Our students were able to shop and buy a gift at the 
Zoo fieldtrip, have lunch at IHOP, go to Rush Sports 
Center and lastly have a 4th of July party with 
homemade ice cream! 

I thank you from the bottom of my heart. Some of 
our student's never get to experience things like this 
except with us.  

God bless all of you. See you next year! 
Ms. Stephanie 

Pastor’s Page (Continued from page 1)  
 

But what are we for? The same things that Jesus was/is for: people. We’re here for sinners who need a Savior 
even when they don’t yet realize it. We’re for the timeless truth of God’s Word. We’re for the Gospel, God’s gift of 
salvation solely because of His love for us all in Christ. We’re for our community, both at LCoP and the greater 
Bakersfield area, as people of God interested in serving others with the healing and mercy God alone provides. 

We’re for these things and so much more! Doesn’t it sound so much more appealing to emphasize the positive 
and to live a life focused on it? We’re for you because God created you, loves you, lived for you, died and rose for 
you, and draws you to Himself in love no matter your background and no matter your sin. I’m Pastor Toenjes and I 
approve this message! 

Operation Christmas Child is a Franklin Graham ministry that our church has participated in for many years. 
Through these simple gifts, we give the children practical items they may need like school supplies, hygiene items 
& toys as well as the hope & love found in Christ. 

A shoebox wrapped in Christmas paper, so the lid can be opened, is filled with items for a child.  Now is a good 
time to find pencils, pencil sharpeners, crayons, colored pencils, small tablets on sale or multipacks of socks and 
underwear. You can pack your own personal shoeboxes or purchase items to be distributed in boxes at the packing 
party in November. See Gayle or Heidi Frye for a complete list of requested items. 
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CHILDREN’S CENTER 

Ms. Charla Herider 

Director 
 

Dear Wonder Window and Lutheran Church of 
Prayer family, 

 

I would first like to thank the wonderful volunteers 
who gave us all an amazing Vacation Bible School!  The 
children loved the music, crafts, snacks and outdoor 
games.  They learned that we can count on God’s love 
because God IS love.  His love is incredible, faithful, 
invincible, unconditional, and His love is real!  Because 
you have planted the seeds, they will learn to love our 
Savior.  Thank you, again, from the bottom of my heart. 

As we wrap up summer, we will continue to learn 
through play, laughter and love.  We still have two 
summer themes.  Dinosaurs is always a favorite and the 
children are looking forward to projects that are 
centered on them.  We will end our year with a week of 
Circus fun.  From animals, to tightrope walkers, peanuts 
to popcorn, there are many ways to explore the circus.  
How many balls can a juggler toss at once?  What color 
is an elephant?  How high can a clown jump on a 
trampoline?  These are some of the many questions 
that might be asked of us.    

The children have enjoyed Chapel with Pastor 
Toenjes!  He brings his guitar and everyone is happily 
singing.  It is so sweet to see the 2 year old class…and 
sometimes the 3’s clap as he finishes playing and ask for 
more songs.  There is a quiet peace as they bow their 
heads to pray with him.  I love attending Chapel and 
seeing their little hearts grow. 

The last day of summer school is Friday, August 12th.  
We will then be closed on Monday, August 15th and 
Tuesday, August 16th for prep.  Our fall semester begins 
on Wednesday, August 17th.  We are excited for the 
new school year and all that it holds. Some of the 
children are “moving on up” to the next classroom and 
if you’re unsure as to where to go, the staff will have a 
list.  Please don’t hesitate to ask them. 

Please be sure to read the signs, notes and letters 
that we send home during the year.  They contain 
important messages such as reminders to pay, 
upcoming events and even changes to our procedures.  
In addition, the monthly newsletter contains events 
here and at the church and a menu that you can pull 
out and place on the refrigerator at home.   

We will be installing a security system very soon.  It 
will change the procedure for entering and exiting the 
building.  More details are coming soon and a letter will 
be going out to each family.  Please watch for this 
important information. 

We hope your child has enjoyed spending their 
summer with us.  We truly enjoyed our time with them.  
Now, let’s settle back into a “regular” routine and get 
ready for a brand new school year! 

In His love, 
Peace be with you, 
Ms. Charla Herider 
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Miss Vanessa’s Class 
I can’t believe the summer is already coming to an 

end!  The 2’s class has had a blast with all of our 
different summer themes.  Our last two themes will be 
dinosaurs and circus.   

All of the kids had a great time at Vacation Bible 
School.  It was a joy seeing them learn about God’s love.   

I want to wish Evan a very Happy Birthday on the 
31st as he turns 3.   

I will miss all of the children that will be leaving us at 
the end of summer.  We hope to see you next summer.  
God bless. 

 
Miss Rachel’s Class 

Hello Parents!  It’s so hard to believe that summer 
school is soon ending.  The children learned so much 
from our Camp Son-Shine projects and activities.  We 
also learned the Fruits of the Spirit and hope to apply 
them to our everyday lives!   

We are looking forward to the new school year and 
all of the fun and learning it will bring.  If you were only 
joining us for the summertime, we will miss you and 
want to say, “Goodbye”!   

We ask God for His blessings over you.  I ask that 
you continue to pray for those who are sick and also 
over our country, that we will all live together in peace.  
Take care and God bless! 

 

Miss Delia’s Class 
Hello everyone! The new school year is almost here.  

We will be wrapping up the summer with the themes of 
dinosaurs and circuses!   

I would like to thank everyone who helped out with 
this year’s VBS!  The children had a wonderful time 
learning and growing with God.   

I would like to wish Romie a very Happy Birthday on 
the 24th!   

We pray that as you move on into your elementary 
schools, you remember that Jesus loves you very much.  
God bless each of you. 

Miss Stephanie’s & Mr. Jacob’s 

School-Age Class 
Can you believe that summer is almost over??  We 

sure can’t!   
The school-age class would like to thank everyone 

for the support they have shown this summer.  We 
thank you for purchasing from our Bake Sale…it was a 
huge success! We will have two more field trips.  One to 
John’s Incredible Pizza and another to Valley Plaza for 
shopping and Red Robin (yum)!   

Ms. Stephanie and I would like to thank all of you 
who were able to help on our field trips.  Thanks to you, 
our field trips were all fun filled and the children were 
able to attend.   

We will be saying goodbye to old friends but we are 
also gaining new ones.  May all of the children have a 
blessed and safe school year, and as always, may God 
bless and keep you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, August 12th 
Last Day of Summer Session 

 
 

Monday, August 15th and 
Tuesday, August 16th 

Wonder Window will be 
CLOSED for School Prep 

 
 

Wednesday, August 17th 
First Day of School 

 
 

Monday, September 5th 
CLOSED 

For Labor Day 

 
 
 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 



7/29/2016 Calendar

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?print_view=yes&list_by=calendar_month&begin_date=8/1/2016%2012:00:00%20AM&ci=G1H2L6L6K5F0O9L6I3&igd= 1/1

AUGUST 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Bible Study & Sunday
School
6:00 PM Small Group Bible Study
Campbell/Loudermilk
6:00 PM Small Group Bible Study
Hartnett

1
7:00 PM Handbell
choir

2 3
6:00 PM Praise Band
Practice

4
7:00 PM Small Group
Bible StudyWilson

5 6

7
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Bible Study & Sunday
School
6:00 PM Small Group Bible Study
Campbell/Loudermilk
6:00 PM Small Group Bible Study
Hartnett

8
7:00 PM Handbell
choir
7:00 PM Properties
Meeting

9 10
6:00 PM Praise Band
Practice

11
7:00 PM Small Group
Bible StudyWilson

12 13
10:00 AM Worship
Ministry Meeting

14
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Bible Study & Sunday
School
6:00 PM Small Group Bible Study
Campbell/Loudermilk
6:00 PM Small Group Bible Study
Hartnett

15
6:30 PM Service and
Activities Ministries
Board
7:00 PM Handbell
choir

16 17
6:00 PM Praise Band
Practice

18
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE!
6:30 PM Board of
Directors' Meeting
7:00 PM Small Group
Bible StudyWilson

19 20

7:00 AM
Congregational Work
Day

21
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Bible Study & Sunday
School
2:00 PM Bakersfield Rehab
Center
6:00 PM Small Group Bible Study
Campbell/Loudermilk
6:00 PM Small Group Bible Study
Hartnett

22
7:00 PM Handbell
choir

23
7:00 PM Mission
Board
7:00 PM WW School
Board

24
6:00 PM Praise Band
Practice

25
7:00 PM Small Group
Bible StudyWilson

26 27

28
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Bible Study & Sunday
School
6:00 PM Small Group Bible Study
Campbell/Loudermilk
6:00 PM Small Group Bible Study
Hartnett

29
7:00 PM Handbell
choir

30 31
6:00 PM Praise Band
Practice

1
7:00 PM Small Group
Bible StudyWilson

2 3



Serving Us In ~ August 2016 
 

 

Date 
 

Nursery 
 

Elders 
 

Ushers 
 

Greeters 
 

Readers 
 

Children’s 
Message 

 

Acolytes 
 

Altar Circle 

 
August 7 

 
Teresa 

Hammett 

 
Ken Madding 

 
Bryant Arnold 

& 
Jerry Sturz 

 
John & Linda 

Downen 

 
Angela 

Madding 

 
Pastor Toenjes 

 

 
Zac Arnold 

 
Vivienne 
Kuster & 

Kate 
Zimmerman 

 
August 14 

 
Becky Cressy 

 
Harry Kraley 

 
Roy Eynaud 

& 
Wayne 

Kauffman 

 
Mike & Marie 

Lehmann 
 

 
Kristy Sturz 

 
Brian 

Henderson 

 
Grace Kraley 

 
Vivienne 

Kuster 

 
August 21 

 
Laurie Hillis 

 
Ken Campbell 

 
Tim Hartnett 

& 
Glenn 

Hammett 

 
Chuck & Betty 

Jordin 

 
Wendy 

Hendricks 

 
Tammy 
Poynor 

 
Cameron 
Raasch 

 
Vivienne 

Kuster  
& 

Linda Downen 

 
August 28 

 
Laura 

McKinney 

 
Don Votaw 

 
Harry Kraley 

& 
Frank Cressy 

 
Gary & Kathy 

Adams 

 
David 

Madding 

 
Brian 

Henderson 

 
Kasen 

McKinney 

 
Vivienne 

Kuster 
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